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A Message from the Chair
In Praise of Volunteers

Like a whole lot of important organizations, LASPE works only 
because of volunteers.  I have the 
temporary honor of chairing the 
Board of this organization.  But part 
of the time, I felt kind of like one of 
these:

No, I don’t mean that I feel like a 
middle-aged woman in a bad dress, I 
mean sometimes I think that I am 
just a figurehead in this fine 
organization.

An excellent example of what I mean 
is our recent very successful Annual 
Golf Tournament. That event 
happened on Friday, May 6.

! ! continued on page 2 ...

PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY FORUM PROGRAM, JUNE  14, 2011
The next Petroleum Technology Forum will be held on Tuesday, June 14th, 2011 at the Long Beach 
Petroleum Club, 3636 Linden Avenue, Long Beach, CA  90807.  The speaker  will be Dr. Ted Frankiewicz 
from Spec Services, Inc.   Abstract and speaker bio follow on page 3.                  

Location:
Long Beach Petroleum Club

3636 Linden Avenue
Long Beach, CA  90807

Time:
Registration: 11:30 AM
Buffet Lunch: 11:30 AM

Presentation: 12:00-1:00 PM

Cost:
$20.00 members,

$25.00 non-members, 
Free for full time students.

http://www.LASPE.org
http://www.LASPE.org
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A total of 199 players on two courses resulted in a net surplus of $21,441 and improvement of 
$5,735 over the results of the 2010 Tournament. That is to say, the event was a great success, the 
199  people who participated had a lot of fun, and when all the results are in LASPE will have 
gained over $20,000 to be used for good purposes such as our scholarship program.  Why did this 
happen? It happened because of a great group of volunteers, led by Golf Tournament Chairman 
Rich Manuel.  Rich volunteered for the job. There is a lot of work involved in organizing a big 
fund-raising event like the Golf Tournament, and every bit of it was done by volunteers..

That’s not all.  The largest single expense of the LASPE every year is the scholarships we award to 
college students who are pursuing careers in our industry.  How are those applications solicited, 
evaluated, ranked and selected?  This important work is done by volunteers, led by Craig Webster.

How are our outreach programs for younger students organized and conducted? It is all done by 
volunteers.  

Who runs our successful Technical Forum program?  Leila Rashedi, a volunteer.

All the members of the board, all the committee chairpersons, all the people who make all of 
LASPE’s events happen and all of our programs work as well as they do are volunteers. I thank 
you all.

I am definitely different from a figurehead in some ways; I make a lot more noise, for one thing.  
But, would the ship sail on without the figurehead? Yes.  LASPE would probably function just fine 
without me, because I am only one volunteer, and probably not the most important one.  But 
LASPE would not work at all without the efforts of all our dedicated volunteers, who do all the 
important work of the organization.

Here’s to the Volunteers!

Mike Utt
LASPE Chairperson 2010-2011
mikeutt@roadrunner.com

Message from the Chair...continued !om page 1

mailto:mikeutt@roadrunner.com
mailto:mikeutt@roadrunner.com
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FORUM FROM PAGE 1 . . .

Abstract:

Global production of produced water is nearly 90 billion barrels per year. This water is 
generally considered to be a non-revenue fluid, yet it can have considerable value as an enhancer 
of oil production. Produced water needs to be handled and treated effectively to minimize 
injection or disposal costs and meet environmental requirements. In this talk, three interactive 
aspects of produced water treatment will be discussed: water chemistry; process hardware; and 
chemical treatment. To design new water treatment systems or to diagnose problems with 
existing systems, basic tenets must be followed: know the contaminants to be removed; avoid 
process recycle streams; and compensate for upstream process operations and chemical 
injection. The successful use of computational fluid dynamics (CFD) to design water treatment 
equipment will be illustrated. In addition, the diagnosis and resolution of actual, challenging 
water treatment problems will be discussed as examples of how the application of fundamental 
information can be used beneficially, thus saving time, money, and aggravation for operating 
companies.

The key message is that in order to design and operate a water treatment system that 
performs reliably and effectively, it is essential to understand and integrate the fundamentals of 
system chemistry, process operations, and equipment design.

Bio –  Ted Frankiewicz:

Ted Frankiewicz has more than 30 years' experience with Occidental Petroleum, Unocal 
Corp., Natco Group, and, currently, SPEC Services. He has a Ph.D. degree in physical 
chemistry from the University of Chicago, holds 15 patents, and has written more 
than 25 professional publications. At Unocal, he was responsible for developing the 

water treatment systems that were installed in the Gulf of Thailand to remove mercury and 
arsenic as well as residual oil from produced water. At Natco Group he developed an effective 
vertical column flotation vessel design and used CFD to diagnose problems with existing water 
treatment equipment, as well as designed new equipment. His combined expertise in oilfield 
chemistry, the design of process equipment, and the development of process systems has 
provided him with unique insights into the issues that challenge operators as their water 
production and water treatment costs escalate over time.

Leila Rashedi
Forum Chairperson
lrashedi@betaoffshore.com

Diagnosing and Resolving Chemical and Mechanical Problems 
in Produced Water Treating Systems

Dr. Ted Frankiewicz from Spec Services, Inc.

PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY FORUM PROGRAM, JUNE 14, 2011 

mailto:lrashedi@betaoffshore.com
mailto:lrashedi@betaoffshore.com
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PHOTOS FROM MAY 10 PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY FORUM

THE DETERMINATION OF MINIMUM TESTED VOLUME AND FUTURE WELL 
PRODUCTION FROM THE DECONVOLUTION OF WELL TEST PRESSURE 

TRANSIENTS
TIM WHITTLE, BG-GROUP
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LASPE 2011 CRUDE PRICE CHALLENGE - WE HAVE WINNERS!!!

Congratulations to our first and second place winners Jalal Torabzadeh and Kim Holtz.  The 
actual price of 17o Wilmington Crude on 6-1-2011 was $105.85/bbl based on the price of Kern 
River 13o plus the 4o differential adjustment. Recent prices peaked at $119.45 at the end of April, 
falling to a recent low of $102.40 on May 17th.  Prices rebounded to their current levels of $104 - 
$106/bbl. 

Jalal forecast a June 1, 2011 price of $105.61 per barrel of 17o Wilmington Crude, which turned 
out to be only $0.24 under the actual price.

Kim’s price of $106.71 was only $0.86 off the mark.

A total of 38 people entered.  The average forecast price was $106.71 (surprisingly enough the 
same as Kim’s forecast price).  High and low forecast prices were $135.00 and $80.00.  

Join us at the June 14th Forum to congratulate our winners.
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS REPORT

At the May 10, 2011 Board Meeting, The Scholarship Committee presented its 
recommendations for the award of Dr. Bruce W. Davis Memorial (USC), Robert & Elly Visser 
Scholarship, Graduate, Undergraduate, and Mei Chang scholarships.  A total of $14,000 is being 
awarded for the 2011/2012 school year.  We are pleased to announce the following scholarship award 
winners:

Dr. Bruce W. Davis Memorial (USC):
! Parham Ghods!! ! USC! ! ! $1000 

Robert & Elly Visser Scholarship:
! Siamak Koloushani! ! USC! ! ! $1000 

Graduate:
! Shahram Farhadi Nia! ! USC! ! ! $1,000
! Hamid Reza Jahangiri! ! USC! ! ! $1,000
! Mohammad Javaheri! ! USC! ! ! $1,000
! Kingsley Ijeoma Madiebo! USC! ! ! $1,000
! Sanaz Norouzi! ! ! USC! ! ! $1,000
! Miguel Robert Saldana!! USC! ! ! $1,000
! Hasan Shojaei! ! ! USC! ! ! $1,000
! Tayeb Ayatollahy Tafti! ! USC! ! ! $1,000
! Mohammad Evazi Yadecuri! USC! ! ! $1,000
! Asal Rahimi Zeynal! ! USC! ! ! $1,000

Undergraduate:%!
! Matthew B. Perry! ! CSU Long Beach      ! $500
! George Romero, Jr.! ! CSU Long Beach      ! $500

Mei Chang Scholarship:% ! ! ! !
! Kyle Walker! ! ! University of Arizona! $500
! Erica Withjack ! ! Univ. of Texas, Austin! $500
!
Scholarship awards will be presented to the students at the LASPE Monthly Technology Forum 

on June 14th, 2011 at the Long Beach Petroleum Club.

LASPE’s Scholarship program is financed by the golf tournament proceeds plus some 
reimbursement from SPE International.
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The 60th Annual California State Science Fair was held on May 2nd, 2011 at the 
California Science Center in Los Angeles.  

The winners were chosen on their outstanding technical achievement in projects 
relating to the development of oil and/or gas resources, mechanics, subsurface fluid 
flow, and production of those or other energy resources through wellbores.  

Jack Smith, Craig Webster and Ed Santiago, Vanessa Perez volunteered as LASPE 
judges and awarded the students with a SPE certificate and $300 check. 

SPE would like to congratulate the California state science fair winners:  

Joseph P. Monaghan- “Sinkholes”, San Bernardino County  

Irfan S. Habib- “Investigation of Zinc Coating Thickness”, Kern County 

2011 California State Science Fair Award Winners

Irfan S. Habib: “Investigation of 
Zinc Coating Thickness”

Joseph P. Monaghan: 
“Sinkholes”
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On May 23, 2011, the City of Long Beach- Gas & Oil Department and Oxy 
Company hosted a THUMS field trip on Island White for the High school 
geology students at Polytechnic High School.  Mike Fillipow is the teacher of 
the geology class and he brought 35 students who participated plus the school 
principal Shawn Ashley and 2 additional Poly HS teachers.

Baldev Gill, an employee of Gas & Oil, gave a presentation on the overview of 
the Wilmington oilfield and the Long Beach Unit, and Carlos Carrion guided 
the island tour and explained the facilities operations, the island’s pumping 
operations and the equipment. 

LASPE members and Oxy professionals Scott Hara and Brien Owens joined 
the students later for a pizza lunch and an informal mentoring session. 

Special thanks to Baldev Gill, Carlos Carrion, Vanessa Perez, Teresa McCoy, 
Scott Hara and Brien Owens for volunteering your time to motivate the young 
students as they pursue their education.  

Outreach - Polytechnic High School Field Trip to Island 
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LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING NO. 18,  MAY   10, 2011

Attending:

Mike Utt, Section Chairperson
Dr. Eric Withjack, Vice Chairperson
Rick Finken, Treasurer
Vanessa Perez, Past Chairperson

Leila Rashedi, Forum Chair, Young Prof.
Craig Webster, Board & Scholarships
AB Gorashi Abdulrahman, Board Member
Nazee Heda

Proceedings:

1. The meeting was called to order at 10:50 AM.

2. The meeting agenda was approved.

3. The minutes of the meeting of April 11, 2011 were approved.  Mike made the motion and Craig 
2nd the motion. We discussed the proper name for Continuing Education should be Training 
Courses.

4. Announcements:
4.1.LASPE Science Fair committee completed their last judging session at the State Science 

Fair on May 2, 2011. Winners will be listed in June’s newsletter along with their displayed 
projects. The winners for the Orange and Los Angeles County were posted in May’s 
newsletter.

5. Reports:
5.1.Treasurer's Report: For April 2011, income exceeded expenses by $11,142.  Income from 

Golf Tournament registrations ($13,100) and April Forum checks ($180) totaled $13,280 
which more than offset expenses of $2,138.  Expenses included $220 for the April Forum 
(net of cash), $550 to cover the Easter Egg Hunt at International School, $1,000 for the LA, 
OC and California Science Fair prizes, and $368 for website and newsletter expenses.  The 
total value of LASPE’s assets was $78,476 as of April 30, 2011

5.2.Golf Tournament: The Annual Charity Golf Tournament was held on May 6, 2011.  As of 
this meeting, all the income and expenses have not yet been received.  199 players 
participated - about the same number as last year when the Tournament netted a surplus of 
$15,706.  The final Tournament report will be available once the invoice from Los Serranos 
Golf Course is received and paid.

5.3.Student Chapters:  Dr. Jalal Torabzadeh was not present.  None to report..
  
6. Old Business:

6.1.Section Membership Contest.  Dr. Jalal Torabzadeh not present to report.  

continues next page...
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7. New Business:
7.1.Recommendations from Scholarship Committee:  Craig Webster asked that we increase 

Scholarship by $5,000.  Every candidate was well deserving of the scholarship and it would 
be impossible to make any additional cuts.  There will be 15 scholarships funded, regarding 
the USC strong participation, Dr. Ershaghi gave full support to all the USC applicants.  
After some discussion, Vanessa Perez moved to approve $5000 to increase the scholarship 
budget which includes Bob Vissers $1000 scholarship donation.  AB Gorashi Abdulrahman 
2nd the approval.

7.2.Request for funds from Santa Maria Section:  Our section has been asked to participate and 
donate for the exemption from our section paying Sales Tax.  Total due is $3000 so our 
section would owe about $500.  We discussed the beneficial aspects but board members did 
not make a final decision. We concluded that we will vote next month.

7.3.Our Section’s end of the year report is due on June 1, 2011.  The report has been started by 
Vanessa and Jalal (based on last years format). Vanessa has made her edits and added 
changes to the report.  She has also asked individuals/board members to fill out the sections 
applicable to them.  It was decided that we should include something about the WRM 
(5%).  Rachel Spitz will provide a summary of the years minutes.  Mike will update and send 
out the report very soon.  He hopes to have the full report completed in two weeks.

8. Section Activities: At the June 14th meeting, we need to announce next year’s candidates for the 
board (by the Nominating Committee).  Also, scholarships winners will be honored at the 
luncheon.

8.1.Outreach.  Scott Hara sent an email that Oxy and the City of Long Beach will be hosting an 
outreach event on May 23, 2011 for the Long Beach Poly High School Geology classes.  
They will go on a tour of THUMS Island followed by a pizza luncheon. Volunteers are 
welcome to join to talk with the students.

8.2.Young Professionals. It was announced that we have an official Student Chapter Liaison.  
Her name is Devon Shay and we hope to meet her soon.  She is an USC graduate employed 
as a Geologist by Signal Hill Petroleum.  We greatly appreciate her help.  No news to 
report. 

 
8.3.Continuation Education.  A note was made in that “Continuing Education” probably needs 

to be referred to as “Training Classes” per SPEI new initiatives.  No news to report.  AB 
discussed working with PTTC for future joined workshops.

8.4.Student Chapter Activities.  No activities to report.

9. The meeting was adjourned.

...LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUES 
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Reservoir Management
Drilling Programs

Waterflood Optimization
Tertiary Recovery / EOR

Economic Evaluation
Acquisition and Divestitures

Scott W. McGurk
Petroleum Engineering Consultant

LA Basin SPE 2007 Past Chairman 
714-403-9839

LOVESM @ IX.NETCOM.COM

SERVICES OFFERED   
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CURRENT BOARD, OFFICERS & CHAIRS

Please notify SPE Headquarters directly with change of address: P.O. Box 833836, Richardson, TX 
75083 Tel: (800) 456-6863 Fax: (972) 952-9435 or go to http://www.spe.org/mbrservices/index.cfm We 
appreciate your feedback. Send your comments/suggestions/contributions to Larry Gilpin, Editor: 
larry@4thforge.com 

VISIT the LA SPE Web Site @ www.LASPE.org

As of February 2011

E-mail Names Position Contact Numbers 

torabzad@csulb.edu Jalal Torabzadeh Senior past chair/Section Membership Chair voting

chad.horton@tigerhd.com Chad Horton Young Professional Chairperson 562-426-4044 

dremmw@yahoo.com Eric Withjack  Vice Chair
Board Member-2012 

562-347-2504

562-347-2500

voting

SantiaE@slc.ca.gov Ed Santiago Scholarship/Science Fair committee

goras9@aol.com AB Gorashi Board Member-2011 916-798-0700 voting

lrashedi@betaoffshore.com Leila Rashedi Forum Chair, Board Member 2012 832-372-9345 voting

Larry@4thForge.com Larry Gilpin Webmaster 714-847-7119

rspitz@ptslabs.com Rachel Spitz Secretary 714-264-3984 cell
562-347-2504

Craig.webster@slc.ca.gov Craig Webster Board member-2013  Scholarship Committee voting

jack.smith@slc.ca.gov Jack Smith Scholarship Chair

mikeutt@roadrunner.com Mike Utt 2010-2011 Chairperson Off: 714--572-8495    
Cell: 714-488-8952

voting

Rcvbelmar@aol.com Robert Visser Board member-2011/Assistant Treasurer 310-378-7925 voting

perezv28@gmail.com Vanessa Perez Nominating Committee 661-342-2955

Scott_Hara@oxy.com Scott Hara Community Outreach 626-482-6757 

perezv28@gmail.com Vanessa Perez Junior past chair/student outreach 661-342-2955 voting

rdfinken@gmail.com Rick Finken Treasurer 310-200-4846

sam4iprc@aol.com Sam Sarem WNAR Director 714-692-1198
714-693-0663

sections@spe.org Write to this address for 
informations on SPE Sections.

http://www.spe.org/mbrservices/index.cfm
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