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A Message from the Chair
Scholarship, Golf and the Joint 
WRM!!
Dear Fellow SPE Members,
I want to congratulate the scholarship committee 
for putt ing together for the f i rst t ime, 
Scho la r sh ip c r i te r i a which a l lowed the 
opportunity for more students to be considered 
for awards based on a neutral and objective 

framework. The undergraduate and graduate awards will be given to 
bona fide student chapters; currently we have USC, CSULB and UCI. 
UCLA is currently in the process of becoming a student chapter and 
has the support of the LA SPE section. The Scholarship committee 
members did not have any links or academic credentials from the 
student chapter universities. The committee members included: Brian 
Tran (Chair), Ted Frankiewicz, Mike Utt, Christian Vaccese and Eric 
Withjack. I want to congratulate the committee for doing a great job 
in providing a template which will allow SPE to service and 
accommodate a wider audience of students to the local basin. The 
Scholarship criterion was put to vote and a super majority (7 out of 9) 
of Board members voted to pass it.

At the time of writing this newsletter everyone was excited about the 
upcoming Golf Tournament on May 2nd and I believe that 66 teams 
were signed up, about the same as last year. We will have Tom Walsh 
our Regional Director coming down for the second year and playing 
golf with his team from last year. This year I will be “attempting” to 
play and my team will include Kim George (CSULB), Soham Punjabi 
(USC) and Taran Sondhu (UCI). I am very grateful to M-I SWACO 
for sponsoring the Students and I to play in the tournament. I wanted 
to do something different this year as Chair and give the students first-
hand experience of what the Golf Tournament does and the 
commitment shown by the Golf Committee, their spouses and 
friends. The funds generated from the golf tournament go to pay for 

PETROLEUM  TECHNOLOGY FORUM, MAY  13TH
The next Petroleum Technology Forum is “Hydraulic Fracturing Myths, Reality and Environmental 
Stewardship through Better Chemistry” on May 13th by Daniel J. Daulton.       Details fo!ow on page 3 ...                 

Location:
Long Beach Petroleum Club

 3636 Linden Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90807

Time:
Registration:  11:30 AM
Buffet Lunch:  11:30 AM

Presentation: 12:00-1:00 PM

Cost:
$25.00 members,

$30.00 non-members, 
Free for 1st 4 students, others $5 each

Recipient of the 2011 SPE President’s Section Award for Exce!ence

continued on page 2....
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many good student causes amongst them the lion’s share is for the 
student scholarships.

I had flown into Denver on April 16th to attend the SPEI Officers 
workshop, and was happy to see Scott Hara and Ted Frankiewicz in 
attendance. The discussions were interesting and we found out that 
there are things that we need to do different in order to comply with the 
SPEI legal guidelines. One big change will be that due to privacy laws 
the newsletter will be sent as a protected block to only registered SPE 
members and email addresses will not be available for use or sharing. I 
have asked Larry Gilpin to start working on the new guidelines and 
begin implementing by the summer. 

The remaining two days were very engaging and I was pleasantly 
surprised to see the excitement and energy of our students that we sent 
from the LA Basin. The students from USC, UCI and CSULB were 
networking, attending talks and were proactive during the convention. I 
recently learned that the overall attendance at the conference was just 
over 500 people, so it was very well attended from the different regions. 
This newsletter has a special section on the Joint WRM with pictures and additional content.

During the awards luncheon on April 17th we had the pleasure of listening to our incoming 2015 SPE 
President Helge Haldorsen who spoke about the State of the Oil and Gas industry, and SPE’s role in the 
industry. I would like to again personally congratulate three of our LA SPE Board and Committee 
members who won regional SPE awards in Denver: 

Distinguished Corporate Support Award
Signal Hill Petroleum (Contact: Devon Shay!)

Service Award 
Theodore Frankiewicz 

Young member Outstanding Service Award
Brian Tran 

I have to mention that the original idea of a putting together a joint conference (in a year that ATCE was 
going to be overseas) such as the Western Region and Rocky Mountain conference in Denver was put 
forth by an SPE committee headed by our former Chair Mike Utt, and so he needs to be recognized for 
this unique concept. The conference turned out to be successful.

Finally our monthly meeting will be held at the Petroleum Club on Tuesday May 13th and we have the 
pleasure of listening to Daniel Daulton (Distinguished Lecturer). He will be discussing “Hydraulic 
Fracturing Myths, Reality and Environmental Stewardship through Better Chemistry”. 

I look forward to seeing you all on May 13th and thank you for supporting the local section and its 
members.

“First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” Quote #om Mahatma Gandhi

Sincerely
Baldev S. Gill
Chairperson 2013-2014
Baldev.Gill@longbeach.gov

Message from the Chair...continued #om page 1
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FORUM FROM PAGE 1 . . .

Hydraulic Fracturing Myths, Reality and 
Environmental Stewardship through Better Chemistry

Daniel J. Daulton, Baker Hughes

Abstract
Education is the secret to overcoming preconceived notions, prejudice and general lack of knowledge.  
Our industry must share its technical accomplishments, concern for environmental stewardship and 
process of continuous improvement. This demonstrates our commitment to responsible development 
and supply of energy needs to a global economy.

This presentation will address common concerns related to stimulation, focusing primarily on 
hydraulic fracturing fluid chemistries used in routine completion and stimulation operations of oil, gas 
wells. 
Important questions and issues will be covered such as: 
–! Hydraulic Fracturing “out of sight, out-of mind”
–! Are hydraulic fracturing chemicals dangerous and unregulated?
–! Are hydraulic fracturing chemicals secret?
–! Hydraulic Fracturing Chemical Disclosure
–! Chemical Evaluation from a global perspective
–! Industry Adoption

The industry message is three parts: 1) responsible oil and gas development begins with proper well 
construction and zonal isolation, 2) our industry should continue chemical development with a focus 
on reducing environmental, human and physical hazards, 3) education and openness is an important 
part of our industries way forward and public acceptance.  

Biography
Dan Daulton currently holds the position of Director of Environmental 
Conformity for the Pressure Pumping product line at Baker Hughes. His 
responsibilities include global support of environmental related issues 
impacted by regulatory governance, compliance, chemical disclosure and 
product enhancement. Prior to this position, Dan served as the U.S. Technical 
Marketing Manager for the BJ Services Company. He has served in multiple 
operations, technical engineering, sales, marketing, and research and 
development roles since joining The Western Company of North America in 
1980. His experience also includes providing technical seminars domestically 
and internationally in Western Europe, Argentina, Venezuela, Bolivia and 
Indonesia as well as a three year international assignment in Aberdeen, 
Scotland supporting technical projects in Western Europe, the North Sea, 
North and West Africa.

In addition to being a 32-year member of Society of Petroleum Engineers, Dan has authored several 
SPE papers and served on numerous committees. He also serves as Chair (2011-2012) on the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Ultra-Deepwater Advisory Committee. Born and raised in the midwestern 
United States, Dan graduated from Northwest Missouri State University with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Earth Sciences.
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LASPE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Dear fellow LASPE members and applicants, it is the board of director’s pleasure to announce the 2014-2015 
scholarship program.   The program has been restructured and with a new scholarship criteria that is 
neutral and objective in order to attract those engineering students that are committed to the Petroleum 
Industry. For the first time ever we are throwing the net to the largest and diverse student population in the 
history of LA SPE.  Our goal is to promote local interest in up and coming talent who will be the future of 
our industry.   We want to encourage students to pursue science and engineering curriculums and to 
increase their awareness of career opportunities in the petroleum industry.  The LASPE awards scholarships 
to local university graduates, undergraduate students and local high school students.     

We want to thank the all of the companies, members and contributors who participate in our events, 
workshops and activities.  These activities and the funds generated are the lifeblood of our program that 
enables us to award scholarships to deserving students for years.   Please refer the scholarship 
announcement and application to a promising candidate if you know one.   The LASPE scholarship 
committee will reach out and spread the word to local universities as well. 

Scholarship criteria and application forms may be downloaded from LASPE.org webpage.
http://laspe.org/scholarship/scholarship.html

The deadline for submittal of the application is June 30, 2014.  The students will be notified of the results in 
September 2014. For more information, please contact: 

Brian Tran
SPE Scholarship Chairman
Email to: brian.tran@bakerhughes.com
!   LASPEscholarship@gmail.com 

The scholarships that are available are:

Mei Chang Memorial Scholarship: $1,000 award available for local high school graduates entering 
college in the fall of their graduating year.  This scholarship is a tribute to Ms. Mei Chang, a Sr. Research 
Scientist with Chevron.  She is remembered for her steady contributions to LASPE and for tutoring science 
and math high school students.  The awards are available to children, grandchildren and siblings of LASPE 
members.  

High School Graduate Scholarships: Two $500 awards available for local high school graduates entering 
college in the fall of their graduating year.

Undergraduate Scholarships: Four scholarships of $1,000 each; USC, UCI, UCLA and CSULB. Four 
awards, one for each university contingent upon applicant pool.  These are available for regional 
undergraduate college students pursuing petroleum engineering or geology, chemical, civil, mechanical, 
environmental or related engineering curriculums.

Masters Scholarships: Three $1,000 scholarships are available for college graduate masters students 
pursuing studies or conduction research in energy and petroleum related subjects. This for the top Masters 
Students at UCLA, UCI and CSLUB based on GPA and extracurricular activities. Contingent upon 
applicant pool. 

Bruce Davis Memorial Scholarship: $1,000 award available for an USC student pursuing graduate 
studies in petroleum related fields, chemical engineering and chemistry.  Dr. Davis, a 26-year employee of 
Chevron, considered himself an experimental chemist and wished to encourage students with science 
backgrounds to pursue a future career in the Petroleum Industry.

Graduate Student Awards of Excellence: Two Graduate Student Awards for Excellence of $1,500 each 
for the most outstanding contribution to the Oil & Gas industry.  Can be project, paper, thesis, etc.  

http://laspe.org/scholarship/scholarship.html
http://laspe.org/scholarship/scholarship.html
mailto:brian.tran@bakerhughes.com
mailto:brian.tran@bakerhughes.com
mailto:LASPEscholarship@gmail.com
mailto:LASPEscholarship@gmail.com
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Submit all applications with attachments to: LASPEscholarship@gmail.com   

2014-2015 LASPE SCHOLARSHIP APPLIACATION 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name: Date of Birth: 

Email:  Phone: 

Current Address: 

City: State: ZIP Code: 

ACADEMIC INFORMATION 

Current University: 

Current Degree Major(s) Pursued: Cumulative GPA: (         /         ) scale 

Most Recent Degree Major(s) Completed: Cumulative GPA: (         /         ) scale 

Expected Graduation Date: Full Time Student for Upcoming Year (Y/N):  

Active Member of SPE/ Student Chapter (Y/N):   Received SPE Scholarship Award in the Past (Y/N): 

INTERNSHIP(S) SERVED (IF ANY) 

Company: Dates: 

Duties: 

 

 

 

STUDENT PAPER, PROJECT, PRESENTATION OR THESIS 

For 2014/2015 Year (Y/N):    If yes, which of the above?  

Will it be presented or published? (Y/N):    If yes, when and where? 

Attach a typed synopsis or abstract to this application.  300 words max. 

SCHOOL-INDUSTRY PARTICIPATION  

State your involvement & support in school or industry activities: (events, meetings, competitions, volunteerism, workshops, clubs,  

etc.) Be specific about your involvement with an SPE Student Chapter and the LA Basin SPE Section.   Extra pages can be attached 
if necessary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 

State your interest in and plans for pursuing a career in the oil & gas industry – 100 words or less:  Attach an extra page if 
necessary 
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LA SPE CHARITY 
GOLF TOURNAMENT GREAT SUCCESS

2014 Charity Golf Tournament Report

It always starts with Weatherford’s excellent BBQ which has gotten better and better each year.  There 
was a wide variety to choose from – 
steak sandwiches to healthy and light 
salads and plenty of snacks and drinks 
to take for the course.  There was a 
great crowd of 268 golfers who warmed 
up with a bucket of balls, participated 
in the pitching and putting contest or 
just visited and networked with friends 
and colleagues.

It was hot, but there was a nice breeze that helped a lot during 
play.  And the course refreshment cart made the rounds several 
times in case teams got thirsty.  Play finished up around 6:00 and 
everyone enjoyed meeting at the clubhouse bar and having a few 
cool ones.  The banquet and mega-raffle rounded out the event.

The Charity Golf Tournament is the Society of Petroleum 
Engineers Los Angeles Basin Section’s main fundraiser supporting 
our community outreach actives which includes MESA Day at Cal 
State University at Long Beach and USC, and judging and prizes 
for outstanding entries at various Science Fair Competitions in 

LA.  The largest use of funds is the support of High School and College student scholarships and the 
ongoing support of university students at USC, CSULB and UCI attending major petroleum engineering 
technical events.  A sizeable contingent of students was at least partially funded by LASPE at the recent 
joint Rocky Mountain/Western Regional Conference in Denver this past April. 

All these activities are 
supported by LASPE 
volunteers, as is the 
Charity Golf 
Tournament itself. 
This year, a sizeable 
contingent of students 
from our target 
universities helped on 
the course and at the banquet with raffle ticket sales, thus supporting the event that supports them.

Thanks to everyone who played and who made this year’s Charity Golf Tournament a success!
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MORE GOLF TOURNAMENT PHOTOS
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PHOTOS FROM APRIL  8TH

PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY FORUM

“Good News re Los Angeles Permitting, 
Frackophobia, Community Relations?”

by Glenn Swanson
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HORIZONTAL DRILLING WORKSHOP

June 26, 2014
The Grand, 4101 E. Willow Street

Long Beach, Ca 90815

Learning Objectives

The one-day Horizontal Drilling and it Challenges workshop covers most of the basic/advanced 
engineering and concepts. This course provides a systematic, phased approach of the use of 
fundamental engineering principles, tubular mechanics and challenges associated in drilling 
these wells. The target audience should be interested to learn/refresh engineering principles so 
that they can be more equipped to consult as well as solve complex problems effectively and 
confidently. Upon completion of this course, attendees will have deeper knowledge of the basic 
principles used in day to day exercise and will be able to use the knowledge gained in a more 
improved way. This course will have practical hands-on class exercises to solve complex 
problems in practical terms through DSWE software accessed through the cloud.

7:30 a.m. Registration

8:00 Horizontal Drilling Workshop: Dr.Robello Samuel 
1.   General Introduction
2.   Types of Horizontal Wells
3.   Wellpath Planning
4.   Surveying and Calculation of Horizontal Wellpath
5.   Multilateral wells
6.   New Generation Horizontal Wells
7.   Downhole Tools and Measurements
8.   Challenges and Mitigation
9.   Casing Wear
10. Horizontal Completions
11. Software on Design, Torque and Drag estimation, Hole cleaning and Pressure management

4:00 p.m. Adjourn

Intended:  For field & office engineers, geoscientists and geologists

Format: Lecture/Lab/ presentation

Book

! Horizontal Drilling Engineering by Robello Samuel and Deli Gao
! ISBN 978-0-615-83770-3 SigmaQuadrant.com

! ! ! ! ! ! More details on next page
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HORIZONTAL DRILLING WORKSHOP - 
CONTINUED

Software

! Torque and Drag, Hydraulics – accessed through the cloud.

Participants should bring their own laptop computers

Registration and Payment

The fee of $200 includes workshop, materials, refreshments, and lunch. Also, 
Horizontal Drilling Engineering Book by Robello Samuel is provided to all students 
free of charge. All attendees must register in advance.  You may register and pay on 
line using PayPal at www.laspe.org/PayPal.html.  If paying by check (make out to 
“LASPE”) or pay with cash, please pre-register by email to goras9@aol.com.

About the Instructor:

Dr. Robello Samuel is a Technology Fellow with Halliburton. He is currently a research and 
engineering lead for well engineering applications and responsible for research and scientific 
activities for new drilling technologies. He has more than 25 years of multi-disciplinary experience 
in domestic and international oil/gas drilling and completion operations, management, consulting, 
software development and teaching. He is also an adjunct Professor at the University of Houston 
and Texas Tech University, Lubbock for the past 10 years. He has published more than 120 
technical papers, reports, books. He is presently serving in several Editorial Review Committees.

Samuel’s unique blend of skills as a field engineer, researcher and teacher helped him to author six 
drilling books and a forthcoming book “Drilling Engineering Optimization”. He started his career 
working on rigs as a drilling engineer. He has also worked at Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 
from 1983 to 1992 as a field drilling engineer. 

Dr. Samuel, a SPE Distinguished Lecturer, holds B.S. and M.S. (mechanical engineering) degrees 
from University of Madurai and College of Engineering, Guindy, Anna University (Chennai), M.S. 
and Ph.D. (petroleum engineering) degrees from Tulsa University. He is also the author of seven 
bestselling drilling engineering books.

Register and pay on line using PayPal at www.laspe.org/PayPal.html.  
If paying by check (make out to “LASPE”) or pay with cash, please pre-register by email to 

goras9@aol.com.

http://www.laspe.org/PayPal.html
http://www.laspe.org/PayPal.html
mailto:goras9@aol.com
mailto:goras9@aol.com
http://www.laspe.org/PayPal.html
http://www.laspe.org/PayPal.html
mailto:goras9@aol.com
mailto:goras9@aol.com
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WRMJCE NEWS

The Joint SPE Regional Conference Was A Great Success

In mid-April, over 520 participants from eight countries and seven SPE North America Regions 
gathered in sunny spring-time Denver to network and share knowledge and experience in two key areas 
of interest in the Rocky Mountain and the West North America Regions: conventional and 
unconventional resources.  

This is the first time two North America Regions jointly organized an SPE Regional Conference when 
the ATCE is happening outside the United States.  This conference exemplified the essence of the SPE, 
in that volunteers from the two regions collaborated to create a hybrid joint regional meeting which 
benefitted attendees from our two regions and beyond through dissemination of knowledge. The ball 
started rolling in 2013 when Tom Walsh (WNA Region Director) and Mike Eberhard (RM Region 
Director) approached Steve Cheung from the LA Basin Section and Kumar Ramurthy from the Denver 
Section to organize a Joint Regional Conference and Exhibit in 2014.  Steve and Kumar took over the 
conference chair positions and started compiling the various committees that would help in making a 
successful conference.  After months’ of collaboration, numerous teleconferences, and hard-work by 
many dedicated committee members from both regions, the event finally took place on April 15-18, 2014 
and it was a great success. 

The conference started with six short-courses from leading experts in the industry along with a SPE 
Officer’s Workshop organized by SPEI.  In the morning of April 17, the conference kicked off with a 
panel discussion session where top government regulators from the states of Alaska, California, 
Colorado, Utah and Wyoming shared their views on Regulatory Issues and Challenges.  The main part of 
the conference was the two days’ of technical sessions with about 90 papers and posters covering topics 
ranging from Conventional and Unconventional Reservoir  Characterization and Exploitation, Smart 
Field Technology, Drilling, Waterflood, EOR, Water Management, and Mid-Stream Operations. The 
talks were well attended. The conference also had an exhibit floor where 50 companies displayed their 
latest technology. During session breaks, the attendees visited the exhibit hall where coffee was served. 

There were two special luncheon events.  On Thursday April 17th , Mr. Helge Hove Halderson (SPE 
President 2015), presented an absolutely brilliant talk on his vision of SPE, and gave out 24 SPE Regional 
Awards to recognize members’ outstanding volunteerism or technical achievements, and to corporations 
for their tremendous support of SPE activities.  On Friday April 18th, Mr. John Hickenlooper 
(Honorable Governor of Colorado) presented the keynote luncheon speech. His talk was very 
informative from telling the audience how he started out as a geologist, went on to become of mayor of 
Denver and then the Governor of the Colorado.  He shared his view of an energy policy that balances 
pursuit of abundant natural resources with preserving the natural beauty.  

The Regional Directors of the two regions and the conference committee chairs will recommend that 
we make this a regular event,organized every other year and go back to the name “Low Permeability 
Symposium”.  We will also seek opportunities to work together on future SPE Workshops, Conferences 
and Forums. The money raised from this event will support scholarships across the two regions.
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WRMJCE NEWS CONTINUES

LA SPE Award Winners at Joint SPE Regional Conference

On Thursday April 17th the Awards Luncheon was held at the 2014 Western North America and Rocky 
Mountain Joint Conference and Exhibition, Denver Colorado. The keynote speech was given by 
incoming SPE 2105 President Helge Haldorsen, who spoke about the State of the oil and gas industry, 
and SPE’s role in the industry.

The award winners from the LA SPE section were seated at front row (left to right):  Theodore 
Frankiewicz (Service Award), Donald Hill (Formation Evaluation Award), Devon Shay on Behalf of 
Signal Hill Petroleum (Distinguished Corporate Support Award) and Brian Tran (Young Member 
Outstanding Service Award). Congratulations to all our winners for well-deserved awards.
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WRMJCE NEWS CONTINUES

Panel Discussion on “Regulatory Issues and Challenges in The Western United 
States, meet the Regulators”  L to R: John Baza (Utah), Jason Marshall  (California), 
Mark Watson (Wyoming), Mathew Lepose (Colorado), and Catherine Forster 
(Alaska); moderated by Tom Walsh (WNA Regional Director). 

Networking and Sharing Information in the Exhibit Area

Well-attended Technical Session

Selected photos from SPE Joint Regional, Denver 2014
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WRMJCE NEWS CONTINUES

The paper contest was conducted on April 5, 2014 at Stanford University. There were 4 
participants in the PhD division, 6 in the MS division and 3 in the BS division. Participants 
represented Stanford University, University of Southern California and University of Alaska in 
Fairbanks.  Miss Marjan Sherafati from USC presented a paper on “The Role of Counter-Current 
Flow in Simultaneous Water and Gas Injection Processes” and was declared the first place winner 
in the MS division.  Mr.  Hassan Shojaei presented a paper on “Diffusion and Matrix-Fracture 
Interactions during Gas Injection in Fractured Reservoirs” and received the first place in the 
PhD division.

Two USC Students 
placed first in the MS and the PhD Divisions of 

Western Region Student Paper Contest

Pictured above are 2015 SPE President, Helge Hove Haldorsen, 
Western Regional North America Director Tom Walsh, Hassan 
Shojaei and Marjan Sherafati.
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTERS NEWS

The 2014 SPE Western North American and Rocky Mountain Joint Conference and Exhibition was 
held from Aril 15-18 in Denver, Colorado. Several companies sponsored the event, such as Halliburton, 
Schlumberger, and Weatherford. 

Each day technical presentations on the petroleum field were given, along with discussing ethical 
concerns with hydraulic fracturing. The take home message with hydraulic fracturing is that it is 
essential for the U.S. economy and especially the rocky mountain region. It provides a significant 
amount of jobs for people, as well as providing energy for people at reasonable cost. The one obvious 
issue with hydraulic fracturing is the environmental concerns it has on water and air quality. It was 
satisfying to know that each year petroleum and environmental engineers are improving the 
environmental implications that come from the process of hydraulic fracturing. This is being 
accomplished through making altercations to process to make it more environmentally friendly, while 
still maintaining its efficiency. Another issue that was addressed was targeting specific constituents for 
hydraulic fracturing. Specifically, SPE wanted to make sure that they campaign to middle age women 
in Colorado. From recent polls it was determined that this demographic would be the deciding factor 
in keeping hydraulic fracturing legal in Colorado. 

On the last day there was awards luncheon; at the luncheon SPE members throughout the nation were 
given awards for making a significant impact on SPE this past year. The conference was concluded 
with technical presentations given by experts from the field. 

UCI SPE at Western Regional Conference
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTERS NEWS

On April 13th the UCI SPE Chapter held a volunteering event to help the Orange County Science and 
Engineering Fair (OCSEF), a nonprofit educational organization that has promoted science and 
engineering in Orange County since 1955. OCSEF holds a science fair competition each spring to support 
science students, their teachers, and their families by providing opportunities to experience experimental 
science. UCI SPE spent over 11 hours at the Orange County fairgrounds volunteering for OCSEF from 
the early morning to late evening to help during the event and clean up the fairgrounds afterwards.

In the morning, SPE volunteers manned the “Imaginology” booths at the fair. After a short training 
session from the OCSEF board members, the volunteers hit the ground running. There were numerous 
activities taking place across the fairgrounds and SPE provided help wherever needed whether it was 
aiding OCSEF board with paperwork, helping students set up projects, or teaching kids how to design 
paper airplanes and rockets. 

After the “Imaginology” fair, an award ceremony took place to congratulate the winners of the science 
fair. UCI SPE volunteers remained at the fair during and after the ceremony to help students collect and 
locate their science projects and help the OCSEF board wrap up by packing up materials and cleaning up 
the fairgrounds. 

UCI SPE would like to thank the entire OCSEF board for helping set up a great event and letting SPE be 
a part of it.

UCI SPE Lends a Helping Hand
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTERS NEWS

USC SPE Continues LA Youth Outreach

The visit to Thomas A. Edison Middle School on March 27th, 2014 marked the third school visit of the 
Chapter’s outreach program. Chapter representative, Nadia Kadkhodayan, Soham Punjabi and Hasan 
Shojaei started off the session with an Energy4me presentation on the topic of Oil and Natural Gas. 
Following that, Chapter members gave a hands-on demonstration on crude oil properties as well as the 
concept of subsurface porosity. The visit was concluded with a Q&A session in which Chapter 
members answered questions ranging from the petroleum industry, engineering principles and life as 
an engineer. Schoolbags were also distributed to the students thanks to the contributions from SPE 
International and Los Angeles SPE.  

Curious students ask questions 
about the oil and gas industry 

Chapter representatives
give the Energy4Me Talk
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SPE STUDENT CHAPTERS NEWS

USC SPE Lecture Series: “Beyond Oil & Gas: 
The Methanol Economy” by Dr. Surya Prakash

On April 9th 2014, Dr. Surya Prakash, a professor specializing in 
Hydrocarbon Chemistry in the university’s Department of 
Chemistry, was invited to give a talk to the students regarding 
another key source of energy: methanol. 

During his presentation, Dr. Prakash touched upon the entire 
sector and businesses which are dedicated to the utilization of 
methanol as a viable energy source. In addition, Dr. Prakash also 
addressed the impact that methanol would have on the current 
state of the energy sector.

Dr. Prakash emphasizing methanol as 
a fuel source in his presentation

USC Viterbi Open House Spring 2014 

On Apr i l 26th 2014 , 
representatives from student 
organizations in the Viterbi School 
of Engineering gathered in Ronald 
Tutor Hall to showcase their 
organizations and activities to high 
school seniors and prospective 
students who have been accepted 
to USC in the upcoming Fall 
Semester. 

Among those in attendance were 
USC SPE Chapter members who 
took the opportunity to inform 
s tudents about the va r ious 
activities and benefits of joining 
the Chapter.  

Chapter members manning the USC SPE booth 
at the Viterbi Open House 
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CALLING ALL PROFESSIONALS IN THE PETROLEUM INDUSTRY

-  Help Educate the University Student Chapters  -

We are looking for volunteers who work in the Petroleum Industry and can volunteer a small 
amount of their time to give a talk at the Local Universities, which have or are forming SPE Student 
Chapters. These academic institutions include USC, CSULB, UCI and UCLA, who students are 
interested in the Petroleum Industry and want to learn about the different jobs that are available in 
the LA and surrounding areas.

Specifically we would like to hear from Drilling Engineers, Completions Engineers, 
Production Engineers, Reservoir Engineers, Facilities Engineers, Geologists, Petrophysicts 
and Management.

If you would be interested in being part of a professional directory that the University Chapters can 
call upon for their SPE meetings, which typically occur in the evenings we would be grateful if you 
could contact Devon Shay (email: dshay@shpi.net) and send your contact details, including 
title, company or current status, area of expertise and what the title of your talk would be?

LA SPE thanks you for your time and efforts in helping educate and motivate young bright 
engineers and scientists to join the industry.

Sincerely,

Baldev S. Gill
LA SPE Chair 2013-2014

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

This statue is part of a monument 
in Taft, California. 

mailto:dshay@shpi.net
mailto:dshay@shpi.net
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LASPE SPONSORS 2014 LBUSD SCIENCE FAIR

On April 18, 2014, the Los Angeles, Society of Petroleum Engineers (LASPE) Outreach Chair, 
Uduak Ntuk (pictured above), had the honor of rewarding Mrs. Dorothy Quon (pictured above), 
science/math resources center teacher, with a $500 check to support the Long Beach Unified School 
District (LBUSD) 2014 Science Fair.  LASPE is supporting the LBUSD elementary and high school 
students in participating at the 19th annual, 2014 Science Fair held on May 10, 2014 located at 
Cabrillo High School, 2001 Santa Fe Avenue, Long Beach.  Over 1,300 students from 60 LBUSD 
schools will bring their top science projects to the Fair.  The program encourages students to 
consider careers in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) by experiencing how 
scientists think and conduct experiments.  If you would like to participate and volunteer as a science 
fair reviewer for the LBUSD annual district-wide science fair, you may contact Uduak at 
uduak.ntuk@longbeach.gov to confirm your participation. 

LBUSD SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES NEEDED!
Volunteer Request
- LBUSD Science Fair -
Saturday, May 17, 2014
9:35 am to 12:00 noon

Cabrillo High School
2001 Santa Fe Avenue, Long Beach

Serving Long Beach, Lakewood and Signal 
Hill
Please come and meet our student scientists!!

If you’d like to volunteer and represent SPE at Science Fair, please email the
LASPE Community Outreach Chair, Uduak Ntuk at uduak.ntuk@longbeach.gov

mailto:uduak.ntuk@longbeach.gov
mailto:uduak.ntuk@longbeach.gov
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SELECTED SPE UPCOMING EVENTS - 2014

Date Title

May 13*
“Hydraulic Fracturing Myths, Reality and

 Environmental Stewardship Through Better Chemistry“ 
by  Daneil Daulton (DL)*

June 26 Horizontal Drilling and it Challenges Workshop

Note:&*&LASPE&Board&mee2ng&starts&at&10:30&a.m.&and&all&members&are&welcome&to&observe

DEADLINES FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSION 

Month 1st Submission Call Last Submission Call No Submissions 
Accepted After

Newsletter Publish 
Date

June 5/1714 5/23/14 5/30/14 6/3/14

September 8/16/14 8/23/14 8/29/14 9/2/14

LBUSD SCIENCE FAIR JUDGES NEEDED!
Volunteer Request

- LBUSD Science Fair -
Saturday, May 17, 2014
9:35 am to 12:00 noon

Cabrillo High School
2001 Santa Fe Avenue, Long Beach

Serving Long Beach, lakewood and Signal Hill
Please come and meet our student scientists!!

If you’d like to volunteer and represent SPE at Science Fair, please email the 
LASPE Community Outreach Chair, Uduak Ntuk at uduak.ntuk@longbeach.gov
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Attendance:
Eric Withjack, Senior Past Chair
Steve Cheung, Junior Past Chair – (Proxy)
Baldev Gill, Section Chair
Brian Tran, Board Member through 2016
Ted Frankiewicz, Vice Chair 2013-2014 and Board Member through 2015
Christian Vaccese, Board Member through 2014
Reza Rastegar, Program Chair and Board Member through 2015
Uduak Ntuk, Outreach Committee and Board Member through 2014
Robert Schaaf, Board Member through 2016
Ali Khan, Treasurer and Board Member through 2015

Rick Finken, Past Treasurer
Scott Hara, Outreach Committee
Vanessa Perez, Past Nomination Chair – Not Present
Jalal Torabzadeh, CSULB Student Chapter Advisor
Sam Sarem, Chair, Membership and Awards Committees – Not Present
Leila Vlasko, Forum & Program co-chair – Not present
AB Gorashi Abdulrahman, Continuing Education Committee Chair
 Erik Renteria, CSULB Student Chapter – Not Present
 Stephanie Grace Arriola, CSULB Student Chapter
Asim Sakour, UCI Student Chapter
Soham Punjabi, USC Student Chapter 
Kim Geroge, CSULB Student Chapter Secretary

Proceedings:

1. Baldev Gill called the meeting to order at 10.42 am (Pacific Time Zone). A quorum of Directors was 
present, and the meeting was ready to proceed with business. 

2. Baldev Gill proposed the agenda for approval, whereupon Brian made the motion and seconded by 
Eric Withjack. Approved. 

3. Ted Frakiewicz moved to approve the minutes of February and Robert Schaaf seconded. Approved.

4. Treasurer Report made by Ali Khan: activities through March 31, 2014, the sixth month of the 2013-14 
Program Year.  The report includes the 2013-2014 budget approved at the January 13, 2014 Board 
Meeting.
For March 2014, income exceeded expenses by $22,019.  Receipts included March Forum registrations 
($1,370), LASPE’s share of the 2013 Monterey WRM surplus ($23,514) and a scholarship donation.  

LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING,  MARCH  11, 2014

conintued next page
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Expenses included the March Forum, student support of $143 for the CSULB’s Banner and $914 to help 
with expenses for the WNAR student paper contest at Stanford on April 5th.
The total value of LASPE’s assets was $94,400 as of March 31, 2014, consisting of $62,836 in working 
funds and $31,564 in reserve funds. 

5. Discussions: $940 to be approved for donation to the Stanford University Regional Paper Competition. 
Christian Vaccese moved for approve the donation, Ted Frankiewicz seconded. Approved

6. Kim said MESA was a successful event seeing over 700 students participating. 

7. WRM in Denver another upcoming great event will have important speakers from OXY and from other 
important Oil&Gas Companies. The WRM registration fee will be around $75. We are discussing for 
sponsoring around $2,213 for each Student Chapter (USC, UCI, CSULB), it will be reexamined at the next 
BOD meeting and it will include flight plus hotel plus registration. The suggestion is to book at least 54 days 
in advance. Receipts will be asked to be kept by the students who attend the event. Christian Vaccese 
moved to approve $2,213 each Student Chapter, Eric Withjack seconded. Approved

8. WRM in Denver another upcoming great event will have important speakers from OXY and from other 
important Oil&Gas Companies. The WRM registration fee will be around $75. We are discussing for 
sponsoring around $2,213 for each Student Chapter (USC, UCI, CSULB), it will be reexamined at the next 
BOD meeting and it will include flight plus hotel plus registration. The suggestion is to book at least 54 days 
in advance. Receipts will be asked to be kept by the students who attend the event. Christian Vaccese 
moved to approve $2,213 each Student Chapter, Eric Withjack seconded. Approved

9. LASPE bank account will be moved from Fidelity to Chase and will see as authorized persons Baldev 
Gill and Ali Khan. We are also planning to create a checking account where to put funds coming from the 
WRM 2013/14 to be used for the Super Regional Meeting 2015. Ted Frankiewicz moved to create the 
checking account, Eric Withjack seconded. Approved

10. On June 26 the Horizontal Drilling Workshop will take place at The Grand and Dr. Samuel Robello DL 
will be the Speaker. The fee for the registration will be around $200 with a flat rate for students.

11.  YP bar last event was successfully attended by 40 people

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11.30 am 
(Pacific Time Zone). 
Respectfully submitted, 

Christian Vaccese LASPE Secretary and Board Member.

LASPE BOARD MEETING MINUTES CONTINUES...
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SERVICES OFFERED   

Plurimi Petro
Petroleum Engineering Consulting
36 Years of Diversified Experience 

Asset Development
Reservoir Management

Drilling Programs
Waterflood Optimization
Tertiary Recovery / EOR

Reserves and Economic Evaluation
Acquisition and Divestitures

714-403-9839
LOVESM@IX.NETCOM.COM

mailto:LOVESM@IX.NETCOM.COM
mailto:LOVESM@IX.NETCOM.COM
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2013-2014 LASPE OFFICERS & BOARD  

Name Posi2on E@mail

Dr.!Eric!!Withjack Senior!Past!chair dremmw@yahoo.com!

Dr.!Steve!Cheung Junior!Past!Chair steveior@yahoo.com

Baldev!!Gill LASPE!Chairperson!2013H2014 Baldev.Gill@longbeach.gov!

Dr.!Ted!Frankiewicz Vice!Chair!H!Board!member!through!!2015 Prankiewicz@specservices.com!

Ali!Khan Treasurer!through!2015 akhan@conservaRon.ca.gov

Rick!Finken ViceHTreasurer rdfinken@gmail.com

ChrisRan!Vaccese Secretary!H!Board!member!through!!2014 c.vaccese@gmail.com

Robert!Schaaf Board!member!through!2016 robert_schaaf@oxy.com

Uduak!Ntuk Board!member!through!2014 uduak.ntuk@longbeach.gov!
Brian!Tran Board!member!through!!2016 Brian.Tran@Bakerhughes.com

Dr.!Reza!Rastegar Board!member!through!2015 Reza_Rastegar@oxy.com

CommiBee&Chairs

Robert!Schaaf Award robert_schaaf@oxy.com

Dr.!Reza!Rastegar Forum!and!Program!coHchair Reza_Rastegar@oxy.com

Dr.!Ted!Frankiewicz Forum!and!Program!coHchair Prankiewicz@specservices.com

Rich!Manuel! Golf rmanuel@mindspring.com

Uduak!Ntuk Community!Outreach/STEM uduak.ntuk@longbeach.gov!
Dr.!Sam!Sarem Membership Sam4IPRC@aol.com

Dr.!Iraj!Ershaghi PublicaRon!Mentor ershaghi@usc.edu

Brian!Tran Scholarship! Brian.Tran@Bakerhughes.com

Devon!Shay Student!Chapter!Liaison DShay@SHPI.net

Dr.!Jalal!Torabzadeh Student!Chapter!Advisor!H!CSULB jalal.torabzadeh@csulb.edu

Kim!George Student!Chapter!President!H!CSULB kimgeorge3@hotmail.com

Dr.!Iraj!Ershaghi Student!Chapter!Advisor!–!USC ershaghi@usc.edu

Soham!Punjabi Student!Chapter!President!H!USC USCstudents@spemail.org

Dr.!Frank!Shi Student!Chapter!Advisor!H!UCI fgshi@uci.edu

Asim!Shakour Student!Chapter!President!H!UCI ashakour@uci.edu

A.B.!Gorashi Training goras9@aol.com

Jovy!Kroh Young!Professional jkroh@shpi.net

Dr.!Eric!!Withjack NominaRons dremmw@yahoo.com!

Larry!Gilpin Newslecer!&!Website!Editor!/!Publisher Larry@4thForge.com

Tom!Walsh WNAR!Director!2012H2015 twalsh@petroak.com

SPE!Contact!for!SecRons secRons@SPE.org
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