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I hope you have had an enjoyable summer.
The past year has been one of significant achievements for our Section, and
I would like to share some of them with you.
-

-

-

We initiated a Continuing Education program. A short course on
Basic Concepts of Hydraulic Fracturing was presented in June, and
two more short courses are planned during the remainder of the
year.
We co-hosted the 2005 SPE Western Region Meeting in Long
Beach in collaboration with the San Joaquin Valley Section.
We celebrated the 50-year anniversary of our Section, which was
attended by nearly 150 people.
Nearly 300 people participated in our Annual Golf Tournament. The
golf tournament is our Section’s major fundraiser; its proceeds fund
many of our programs, such as scholarships, support of Science
Fairs, and various community outreach programs.
We will award $11,000 in scholarships this year, compared to
$8,000 last year.
Two of our members, Dr. Iraj Ershaghi and Mr. Richard Finken,
were awarded the SPE Western Region Distinguished Service
Award.

The Section’s achievements are made possible by the active participation of
members. So, I urge you to become more active in your Section’s programs
and activities, and better yet, help shape them.
I will complete my term as Chairperson on September 30, and Dr. Pat
Shuler will be the new Chairperson for 2005-06. I want to thank you for this
most enjoyable and rewarding opportunity I have had to serve you.
Sincerely,
Raj Upadhyay
Chairperson, SPE Los Angeles Basin Section
upadhyayraj@hotmail.com

The Next Petroleu m Technolo gy Fo rum - September 14,
2005

LASPE Forum: Sept. 14, 2005
Long Beach Petroleum Club
3636 Linden Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90807
Registration: 11:30 AM
Buffet Lunch: 12:00 noon
Presentation: 12:20 – 1:00 PM
Cost: $15.00, students are our guests.
Thomas Blasingame

Performance -Based Reservoir Characterization
State-of-the-Technology
Presenter: Thomas Blasingame - Texas A&M University
The current state-of-the-technology for the analysis of reservoir performance data (i.e., the analysis
of well test and production data) provides us with extraordinary tools for characterizing reservoir
properties—hence, the term performance-based reservoir characterization. This lecture presents a
historical development and current status of reservoir performance analysis, along with the theory
and application of the “modeling-based analysis” techniques for production and well-test
performance. Moreover, the lecture not only offers insight into the integration of reservoir
performance analysis with geological and petrophysical data, but also gives us guidance into how
such data types should be compared/correlated.
This lecture will also address the problem of data quality and data relevance since reservoir
performance analysis has evolved to the point where the capabilities of the software tools often
significantly exceed the quality of the data being analyzed (i.e., the various channels of time, rate,
and pressure data obtained for a well or reservoir).
The future challenges for performance-based reservoir characterizations will be less focused on
analytical models (which often have limiting theoretical and data constraints), but rather will
emphasize numerical-modeling aspects. Although the development has historically been less
rigorous mathematically, simplified analytical approaches (and even empirical relations) afford us
safeguards against unconstrained analyses. Consequently, we must recognize that such simplified
analyses are relevant in any future scenarios for developing integrated, performance-based reservoir
characterizations using multiple technologies. The future of performance-based reservoir
characterization will include improved analytical and semi-analytical reservoir models—but most
importantly, we will place emphasis on numerical modeling, particularly for data integration.
- continued next page Page 2

-Continued-

Next Petroleu m Tech nology Fo rum - Sept 14,
2005

Thomas A. Blasingame is an Associate Professor and holder of the Robert L. Whiting Professorship
in the Department of Petroleum Engineering at Texas A&M University. He also serves as a
petroleum consultant to several operating companies and service providers. Dr. Blasingame holds
BS, MS, and PhD degrees in petroleum engineering, and he has served as a faculty member at Texas
A&M University for 14 years. He has authored more than 60 papers, supervised more than 40
graduate research theses, and he performed major field studies involving geology, petrophysics, and
engineering tasks. Dr. Blasingame devotes much of his academic teaching and research work
towards petrophysics, reservoir engineering, the analysis and interpretation of well performance,
and technical mathematics—as well as individual well performance case studies and large integrated
field studies. He has been a Distinguished Member of the Society of Petroleum Engineers since
2000.
LASPE Forum Committee:
Rick Finken 562-570-3961, richard_finken@longbeach.gov
Brandy Fellers, 562-624-3237 brandy_fellers@oxy.com

2005-2006 Petroleum Technology Forum Schedule
LASPE’s 2005 – 2006 Forum Series presents technical topics of interest and importance to the
petroleum industry in the Los Angeles Basin. The meetings are held at the Long Beach Petroleum
Club, 3636 Linden Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90807 and the nominal $15 cost includes a buffet
lunch. Meeting registration starts at 11:30 AM, with lunch at noon, followed by our featured
speaker. There is always time for questions and answers following the talk. Meetings generally
conclude by 1:30 PM.
This season’s series includes three SPE Distinguished lecturers presenting topics selected by the
LASPE membership. Other scheduled speakers cover topics of local interest. There are still some
open dates next spring, and the Forum Committee is open to suggestions.
Future Forum Schedule:
Tuesday, 10/11/05 - John Grace: Russia Oil Supply, now and in the future.
Tuesday, 11/8/05 - Barry Evans and Tom Walker: California and World Pricing.
Thursday, 12/13/05 - Stephen Cheung - Distinguished Lecturer: The Latest in Ways to Improve
Asset Value Through Better Water Management.
Tuesday, 1/10/06 - Mark Shemaria: LA Basin Environmental Issues.
Tuesday, 2/7/06 - Gerrit Nitters, Distinguished Lecturer: Well Stimulation – A New Challenge.
Tuesday, 3/14/06 - Bob Visser: Bay of Biscay Oil Spill.
Tuesday, 4/11/06 - Open
Tuesday, 5/9/06 - Open
Tuesday, 6/13/06 – Open
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Nominations for Chairperson and Director
Nominations for LA SPE Section Chairperson and Director
At the July board meeting, and in accordance with the by-laws, LASPE officers and directors
nominated candidates for open positions for the 2005 – 2006 program year. These candidates will
take office effective October 1, 2005. The positions and nominations are:
Chairperson:
Director 2005-2008:
Director 2005-2008:

Pat Shuler
Tony Taglieri
Rudy Weibel

Biographies of each candidate are presented below.
Pat Shuler
Dr. Pat Shuler is a member of the research staff at Cal Tech’s Power, Environmental and Energy
Research (PEER) Center in Covina where he coordinates and directs research projects related to oil
and gas production. Research projects include improved methods for surfactant EOR and new
technologies for treating produced fluids. Dr. Shuler has been a member of SPE since 1978 and has
co-authored about a dozen technical papers/presentations for SPE meetings over the years. Most
recently, he jointly presented a paper/poster at the SPE/DOE IOR meeting in Tulsa last April. He
holds degrees in chemical engineering from the University of Notre Dame and the University of
Colorado.
Anthony Thomas Taglieri
Tony holds MSPE from USC, MS Environmental from UCLA and BS in Engineering Physics from
Ohio State. Since 2000, Tony has worked for Oxy as a Drilling and Completion Engineer at
THUMS Long Beach Co. His is responsible for developing programs and cost estimates for new
wells and redrills, support of field drilling and completion operations and preparation of State
drilling permits. He also participates in special projects to improve field operational efficiency.
Tony joined SPE in 2000 and was the SPE LA Basin Section Technical Forum Chair 2003-2004.
He was also a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers 1998-2000
Rudolph (Rudy) Weibel
Rudy began working in the underground storage industry upon graduating from Michigan
Technological University in 1967 with Columbia Gas Transmission focusing on individual well
performance and well testing. He then joined American Natural Resource, which is now a part of El
Paso focusing on well completions and stimulation. With ANR he transitioned into operations
managing the drilling and completion works. After ANR he spent four years with a drilling
contractor. Two of these years were as Region Manager for the Northeast US and two as Chief
Engineer. He joined Southern California Gas in 1985 as manager+ of field operations of pipeline
and storage. Since 1998 he has been Director of Gas Storage responsible for the engineering and
operation of the Company’s storage facilities. While located in downtown Los Angeles he served as
Treasurer of the Los Angeles Basin Section of SPE in 1988. He joined the SPE twenty-five year
club in 1992.
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Board an d Fo rum Repo rt July 2005
July 2005 Board and Forum Report
The Summer Board Meeting was held on July 26, 2005 at the Chelsea Restaurant on the Queen
Mary.
Key items reviewed and approved were:
• Minutes of the June Board meeting and the financial statement through June 2005.
• $4,500 for 6 USC and CSULB students to attend the 2005 ATCE in Dallas.
• $2,500 in donations to four local charities supported by the Golf Tournament Committee.
• $3,750 to fund the 2005-06 FSEA program at Mable Paine Elementary School.
• Up to $1,280 for LASPE website improvements
• $300 to support a 3rd grade Science Fair and Career Day program at the International
Elementary School in Long Beach.
• $1,228 to cover the deficit incurred due to no shows at the June Continuing Education Frac
Class.
• Nomination of Tony Taglieri (Oxy) and Rudy Weibel (SoCal Gas) for Board positions,
which will be open October 1, 2005.
The Golf Tournament was a great success generating some $31,000 for LASPE’s programs which
include student funding, community outreach, high school and university scholarships. Mark
Shemaria, Tournament Chairman, is already planning for next year’s event at Los Serranos CC on
May 19, 2006 and is accepting advance reservations at this year’s prices.
The Board Meeting was followed by LASPE’s annual volunteer recognition lunch. Around 25
Board Members, Chairpersons, Golf Tournament Committee and Student Chapter members
attended. Raj Upadhyay thanked all for their contributions to the success of LASPE. Ed Santiago,
Community Outreach Chairperson presented Raj with a Certificate of Appreciation from Bonnie
Lowenthal, First District Council member of Long Beach for LASPE’s annual Easter Egg Hunt for
the International School. The event takes place at Drake Park and around 120 kids attend.
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Position Available

PXP
Plains Exploration & Production Company
PRODUCTION ENGINEER
We are currently seeking a Production Engineer at our Inglewood, CA location.
Must have a BS in Petroleum Engineering or related discipline with 2 to 7 years Production
Engineering experience. Duties include: artificial lift optimization and monitoring (primarily
sucker rod pumps); research, AFE and indirectly supervise artificial lift repair, workovers and well
stimulations.
Candidate should be computer proficient with experience in Microsoft Office and Oilfield
Manager. Waterflood experience preferred. Must function both as a team player and be able to
work independently. Must be flexible and able to handle many projects simultaneously. Salary
commensurate with experience. Competitive benefits package.
Submit a cover letter and resume. PXP, 1200 Discovery Drive, Suite 500,Bakersfield, CA 93309
Attn: HR Dept or FAX (661) 395-5283 or Email bwalker@plainsxp.com EOE M/F/D/V

Please notify SPE Headquarters directly
with change of address: P.O. Box
833836, Richardson, TX 75083 Tel:
(800) 456-6863 Fax: (972) 952-9435 or
go to
http://www.spe.org/mbrservices/index.cfm

Continuing Education Course
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION REVIEW
COURSE FOR PETROLEUM ENGINEERING
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The Course covers most
topics that are found on the State Board Petroleum
Engineering Professional Examination.

We appreciate your feedback. Send your
comments/suggestions/contributions to
Larry Gilpin, Editor: larry@4thforge.com

WHO SHOULD ATTEND: Engineers who are
planning on taking the PE Examination in
Petroleum Engineering this fall.
INSTRUCTOR:
Bing Wines, PE

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please send an email to
larry@4thforge.com

LOS ANGELES COURSE
(8:00 AM - 5:00 PM)
Monday through Friday
September 26 - 30, 2005

Visit our website at
www.laspe.org

For More Information:
405-722-6761
E Mail: bingwines@aol.com
WINROCK ENGINEERING, INC.
P. O. BOX 94005, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, 73143
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